
  

 Tow
n and G

ow
n united 

For our Septem
ber G

eneral M
eeting, O

xford historian Liz W
oolley gave us 

a com
prehensive account of O

xfordshire and the Spanish C
ivil W

ar, 1936-39, 
covering the background to the w

ar and the participation of O
xford people 

across both tow
n and gow

n. M
ore than 30 w

ent to Spain either to fight or to 
help in front-line hospitals, and m

any m
ore w

ere involved in fundraising and 
covert logistics support. Locally, in 1937 m

any Basque child refugees w
ere 

hosted at Tham
e W

orkhouse, w
hich is now

 part of the residences at M
ichaelis 

Road. D
uring questions afterw

ards, U
3A m

em
ber and local historian D

iana 
G

ulland elaborated on those cared for at Tythrop H
ouse near K

ingsey, and 
m

entioned the occasional disruptive behaviour of the teenage elem
ent, som

e 
of w

hom
 w

ere actually older than they had claim
ed! N

othing changes…

Berlin: city of the w
orld  

In O
ctober, historian and tour guide Sim

on G
regor w

alked us 
through the city’s streets in his H

istory of Berlin. Suggesting that this 
also reflects the history of G

erm
any, he took us back to the year 98, 

w
hen Rom

an scholar Tacitus first referred to the area of the tribes 
north east of the Rom

an em
pire as G

erm
ania. Even then there w

as 
an east-w

est boundary. O
ur virtual tour confirm

ed the w
ritings of the 

Bavarian rom
antic Jean Paul in 1800, that “Berlin is rather a part of 

the w
orld than a city”. D

avid Bow
ie said it w

as the greatest cultural 
extravaganza one could im

agine. Sim
on discussed key events, 

including the abdication of K
aiser W

ilhelm
 in 1918, H

itler’s attem
pt in 1923 to overthrow

 the governm
ent 

and launch his N
azi party, 1938’s horrific K

ristallnacht action against the Jew
s and the 1989 fall of the 

Berlin W
all. Curiously, all these four significant events occurred on 9

th N
ovem

ber. M
ixed m

em
ories…

M
agnificent M

itfords? 
In our N

ovem
ber talk G

illian Cane gave us an insight into the som
etim

es 
controversial lives of the M

itford sisters. Their parents expected the girls to 
m

arry w
ealthy husbands, and m

ostly they did! D
eborah becam

e D
uchess of 

D
evonshire and lived in Chatsw

orth H
ouse, m

asterm
inding the paym

ent of 
the death duties due on the death of her father-in-law. She w

rote books but 
never read any. Pam

ela m
arried a m

illionaire physicist after refusing a 
proposal from

 John Betjem
an, and N

ancy w
rote m

any successful novels as 
w

ell as biographies of historical figures. U
nity and D

iana becam
e w

ell 
know

n in the 1930s for their friendship w
ith A

dolf H
itler. W

hen w
ar broke out U

nity tried to com
m

it 
suicide using a gun given to her by H

itler. She didn’t succeed but never recovered and died in 1948. D
iana 

first m
arried brew

ing heir Bryan G
uinness but left him

 to m
arry O

sw
ald M

osley and becam
e a confirm

ed 
fascist. In contrast, Jessica eloped w

ith rebel socialist Esm
ond Rom

illy and turned her back on privilege. 
They w

ent to fight in the Spanish Civil W
ar and then m

oved to the U
SA

, w
here Jessica becam

e a 
com

m
unist. She w

as estranged from
 the fam

ily and never spoke to her father again.

Brandenburg G
ate, Berlin

H
addenham
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M
em

bers w
ill be em

ailed in advance of future G
eneral M

eetings w
ith an invitation to join via Zoom

. 

Basque refugee children
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 Lockdow
n m

usings 
The changing seasons 
Being able to w

alk the footpaths 
around H

addenham
 w

as a great 
source of enjoym

ent and a real lift for 
m

any of us – w
ith the chance of a 

socially distanced chat w
ith a friend not seen for several w

eeks. 
It w

as fascinating to see how
 the sam

e route changed w
ith the 

seasons in a w
ay that I had not noticed before. Spring w

as still 
quite w

et at the start, but soon gave w
ay to w

arm
th. Crops and 

new
borns began to appear. Som

e sightings included longhorn 
cattle near Chearsley, a deer near D

inton, lam
bs at Cuddington 

and tw
in w

hite calves near Tham
e. The 

sum
m

er saw
 the grow

ing crops shooting up 
until the drought affected them

 and harvests 
suffered. A poppy field at Scotsgrove w

as a 
surprise. A

utum
n has brought a m

ixed 
harvest and even m

ore m
ixed w

eather. But 
alw

ays som
ething w

orth seeing.
Zoom

ing around 
Back in February I had never heard of Zoom

, or any other video 
platform

s. A landline conference call w
as as sophisticated as it 

got, although I had used Skype and Facetim
e. So, w

hen Elaine 
Parkes suggested that our book group could m

eet via Zoom
, I 

w
as a little apprehensive about it. H

aving dow
nloaded the right 

version, I joined our first m
eeting. Inevitably, there w

ere som
e 

teething troubles, and parts of the early m
eetings had video and 

sound problem
s, but w

ith a lot of encouragem
ent from

 Elaine 
and G

eoff people got there. A
nd w

e got past the early novelty of 
playing w

ith the background scenes! Very soon m
ore U

3A and 
other groups began to use it for various m

eetings, or just to chat. 
Lockdow

n has triggered a big leap in the use of technology – one 
friend even does M

orris D
ancing via Zoom

! 
The em

pty bed
 

Just before the first lockdow
n w

e got 
a junior bed for our grandson to sleep 
in on his next visit, w

ith som
e new

 
covers featuring rabbits, as he loves 
anim

als. A
s there w

as no chance of 
him

 using the nice new
 but em

pty bed, 
our cat m

oved in, w
ith a teddy, w

hich w
e duly photographed for 

him
. W

hen in June the fam
ily could at last com

e for a BBQ
, of 

course he had to see it to m
ake sure it w

as really there. A
nd it 

w
as! O

ne very happy little boy. But it still hasn’t been slept in, 
except by the cat, w

ho is taking good care of it. 
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Thoughts from
 the Chair 

I hope you are all keeping w
ell 

and coping w
ith lockdow

n the 
second tim

e around. Let’s hope 
this is the last one and that it w

ill 
be effective so that w

e can regain 
our freedom

 once m
ore. 

A
s an avid fan of M

oney for 
N

othing, I’ve been painting a few
 

old household item
s, and I have 

an am
bition to renovate six 

dining chairs and an oak dresser. 
If any m

em
bers have expertise in 

this area I w
ould be very grateful 

for any tips and perhaps, w
hen 

w
e are able, w

e could start a U3A 
Upcycling G

roup!    
Rem

em
brance Sunday w

as 
m

arked w
ith a service by the w

ar 
m

em
orial on the village green, 

w
here I laid a w

reath on behalf of 
our U3A. Although a reduced 
num

ber w
ere able to attend, it 

w
as a heartfelt rem

inder of how
 

m
uch w

e ow
e to those w

ho gave 
their lives to preserve our w

ay of 
life — m

ade even m
ore poignant 

in this year of pandem
ic. 

Zoom
 continues to support our 

G
eneral M

eetings and those of 
m

any Interest G
roups. In the 

absence of our traditional 
Extravaganza, w

e w
ill endeavour 

to bring som
e C

hristm
as spirit to 

our 2
nd D

ecem
ber m

eeting on 
Zoom

 (see back page). Please 
sign up and w

ear your C
hristm

as 
jum

pers and hats, and be sure to 
have som

e festive refreshm
ents 

on hand. W
e aim

 to finish the 
m

eeting w
ith everyone joining in 

a rousing rendition of W
e w

ish 
you a M

erry C
hristm

as — as do I 
and all your Com

m
ittee. 

H
ere’s to a m

uch better year in 
2021.

Sally
Rosanne W

ard
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Interest G
roup N

ew
s 

Local H
istory G

roup m
eetings resum

e 
C

ourtesy of Zoom
, Roderick Floud, gave the Local H

istory G
roup 

a fascinating talk in A
ugust on M

aking and M
aintaining the G

reat 
G

ardens, as covered in his recently published book An Econom
ic 

H
istory of the English G

arden. W
e learnt about the am

azing 
am

ounts of m
oney spent on gardens such as W

rest Park in 
Bedfordshire and the huge w

orkforces required to create them
. 

In Septem
ber Steve Sharp talked about the developm

ent of local 
dem

ocracy in the late 19
th century and the beginnings of our very 

ow
n Parish Council. O

ccupations of the first councillors ranged from
 ‘a gentlem

an’, tw
o farm

ers and a 
m

iller, to a bootm
aker, a butcher, a carpenter and tw

o general labourers – a real cross section of society. A 
farm

er called Frederick M
errick w

as elected chairm
an at the first m

eeting. W
illiam

 Redhead, a labourer, 
w

as m
ade vice-chairm

an, becom
ing chairm

an in 1896. Interestingly, Redhead’s w
idow, Ruth, later joined 

the Council and in 1934 w
as elected as the first fem

ale chairm
an. 

In O
ctober Liz W

oolley spoke to us engagingly about Leisure 
and Entertainm

ent in Victorian and Edw
ardian O

xford. She 
explained how

 w
orkers began to have m

ore leisure tim
e because 

of the new
 5-day w

eek, Bank H
olidays and early-closing days. 

H
ow

ever it w
as believed that the w

orking classes should take 
part in ‘Rational Recreation’ to im

prove the m
ind and body. The 

first gym
 opened in 1858, there w

ere designated bathing areas on 
the rivers and O

xford City w
as the first football club to be 

founded. Circulating libraries opened in the 1830s, M
echanics Institutes produced literature to im

prove the 
m

ind and gradually public lectures w
ere opened to the w

orking classes. A
ll this w

as aim
ed at keeping the 

w
orking classes aw

ay from
 BEER! D

espite all these alternative 
pastim

es, drinking becam
e m

ore and m
ore popular. In 1883 

there w
ere 319 pubs and beer houses. Intellectual activities 

continued to expand as cinem
as appeared, the N

ew
 Theatre 

opening in 1886 and a Big G
am

e M
useum

 on W
oodstock Road. 

H
ow

ever, for m
any the entertainm

ent they looked forw
ard to 

m
ost w

as the annual St G
iles Fair, w

ith its fairground rides, 
m

enagerie and copious am
ounts of alcohol! 

W
riters G

roup 
Thanks to Roger Rickards’ technical support, the W

riters G
roup also continues to m

eet via Zoom
, and our 

congratulations to m
em

ber D
avid G

regory, w
ho w

on third place for his entry I’m
 not Julie at O

ctober’s 
D

igiTA
L event organised by Tham

e A
rts &

 Literary Festival. You can read it at talfestival.org 
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Cow
ley’s cinem

a then…

…
and the fine Jeune Street facade now

W
rest Park, Bedfordshire

Languages G
roups 

French Conversation is once again being led (on Zoom
) by Carol M

ason, w
ho originally started the group. 

Thanks are due to Paul D
ickinson for running it for m

ore than 7 years, and for continuing to lead G
erm

an 
Conversation. They are also using Zoom

 to get this m
ulti-U

3A A
nglo-G

erm
an w

alking group together. A 
num

ber of m
em

bers are native G
erm

an speakers, and they currently ensure that w
alkers stick to G

erm
an 

before their picnic lunch, after w
hich they are allow

ed to speak English during the rest of the w
alk.
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 O
ut and about 

O
n the trail of the firecrest 

In O
ctober, Sue O

sw
ell led 16 m

em
bers of the Tuesday W

alking 
G

roup on a beautiful socially-distanced w
alk through the    

autum
nal beeches of W

endover W
oods. Part of the route included 

the Firecrest Trail, w
here m

em
bers actually heard the strident call 

of a firecrest, one of Britain’s tiniest birds. H
ow

ever, as is typical, 
it rem

ained out of sight. A
fter taking in the m

agnificent, if m
isty, 

view
s across Aylesbury Vale and beyond, a fine dry outdoor picnic 

w
as enjoyed at the Café in the W

oods.

W
andering the W

ychert W
ay 

The Long D
istance W

alking G
roup em

erged from
 Lockdow

n 1 for a 
delightful local loop from

 Church End around The W
ychert W

ay, led by 
Brian Bow

m
an. A

fter a socially-separated lunch in the garden of D
inton’s 

Seven Stars, several of the group com
pleted m

ost of the 12-m
ile w

alk to 
return to H

addenham
, w

hile others returned via G
reen lane. A further 

w
alk, featuring a steep ascent of Chinnor H

ill w
ith a pause for breath 

(left) w
as centred on Princes 

Risborough, reached by train rather 
than m

inibus. Sadly, adverse 
w

eather and Lockdow
n 2 have put 

an end to further plans for now.

Cycling the ‘Tour de Vale’ 
M

em
bers of the Cycling G

roup w
ere delighted to be able to resum

e 
m

onthly rides in Septem
ber and O

ctober. They divided into groups of 
six or less and m

anaged tw
o local rides of about 20 m

iles each. Leader 
M

arie W
oodrow

 reports that it w
as just great to be out cycling together 

again. She adds, “Tw
elve of us also m

et together inform
ally in tw

o 
groups to do a 15-m

ile ride for the Tour de Vale to support their 
fundraising for disabled sports. W

e had an excellent ride, stopping for 
an outside coffee break at O

rchard View
 Farm

 and w
aving to each 

other across the field.” A
lthough the new

 lockdow
n rules have ruled out 

im
m

ediate plans, M
arie rem

ains optim
istic for further rides in the N

ew
 Year, and the 3-day trip exploring 

the Canterbury area in A
pril is at present still on. W

atch this space!

      4

Britain’s tiniest bird?

Look out behind you! 
Taking a selfie W

endover W
oods

Re-cycling? You scratch m
y back…

 
A popular local pilgrim

age for m
em

bers throughout the sum
m

er 
w

as to stroll past Ponnie and through the thicket to pay their 
respects to the N

ew
 Zealand K

unekune pigs, Rosie and Scarlett, in 
the grounds of Tythrop H

all. They enjoy hum
an contact, and Brian 

Bow
m

an suggests taking them
 food and a back-scratcher stick!
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A tim
e for reflection…

 
Joining others at the w

ar m
em

orial on the village green, this year’s 
H

addenham
 U

3A w
reath w

as laid by Sally Lajalati at the Rem
em

brance 
D

ay service on Sunday 8
th N

ovem
ber. The Baptist Church m

inister 
Revd Jonathan Fillis, w

ho is new
 to the village, led the service. H

e read 
a thought-provoking poem

 by G
eoffrey Studdart K

ennedy M
C (1883 –

1929), an English A
nglican priest and poet. H

e w
as nicknam

ed 
W

oodbine W
illie during the First W

orld W
ar for dispensing W

oodbine 
cigarettes along w

ith spiritual aid to injured and dying soldiers.

…
for sharing and for laughter 

The Editorial Team
 is grateful to m

em
bers w

ho have kindly contributed to this N
ew

sletter in these new
s-

starved tim
es – including the topical cartoons below, w

hich m
ight m

ake you chuckle. H
opefully w

e w
ill be 

back to norm
al by the spring, but if you have anything you’d like to share w

ith fellow
 U

3A m
em

bers – 
thoughts, observations, new

s, hum
our or photographs – please em

ail them
 to neil.dury@

btinternet.com

      5

”I don’t think 
that’s our one, 

Barry”

”W
hoa! 

no m
ixing 

indoors!”

In G
erm

any they are preparing for the 
crisis by stocking up w

ith sausage and 
cheese. That’s the W

urst Käse scenario. 

W
e hope readers had som

e pleasure trying to identify B
eatles song titles from

 the cartoon w
e 

printed in the A
ugust issue. The Editor is reliably inform

ed by w
ebsites (and his B

eatles-loving 
brother) that 38 songs are indicated. M

ost are album
 tracks, m

any from
 the later recordings. 

Please send an em
ail to neil.dury@

btinternet.com
 if you w

ould like to be receive the full list. 
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W
hat’s m

y line? 
Research by m

em
bers of the G

enealogy G
roup has revealed m

any bygone occupations, w
ith several of the 

less recognisable skills being from
 the 19

th century, the heyday of m
anufacturing in the N

orth and the 
M

idlands. D
iscoveries range from

 a so-called w
ire hooker in one of Sheffield’s steel m

ills (controlling the 
w

ire originating from
 a steel billet as it descended from

 sets of rolls into a pit) to a m
aster cordw

ainer or 
shoem

aker (not a cobbler – they repaired shoes). G
oing back even further has uncovered long-forgotten 

jobs such as tripe dressing, preparing that peculiar delicacy to accom
pany chips, as it w

as cheaper than fish!

O
f course, several m

em
bers w

ith connections in the N
orth have fam

ily histories in coal m
ining, from

 pit 
m

anagers to coalface w
orkers, w

hile those in the South often have ancestors in farm
ing. H

ow
ever, m

ining 
can also be traced in W

estcountry fam
ilies, including coal and slate in W

ales and tin and china clay in 
Cornw

all, all of w
hich w

ere needed to feed industries in other parts of the w
orld – as they still are.

M
any m

anual skills, such as silk w
eaving in M

acclesfield 
and Spitalfields, have been overtaken by autom

ated 
m

achinery or cheaper overseas labour, and som
e are the 

victim
s of changing fashion, such as one m

em
ber’s 

grandm
other, w

ho w
as a corsetière. Their m

other, 
how

ever, becam
e the first fem

ale realtor (estate agent) in 
the San Francisco Bay area as late as the 1960s, enjoying 
success in that profession for alm

ost 30 years. A
nd even 

office m
achines have been superseded. N

o m
ore serried 

ranks of typists in the pool, or com
ptom

eter operators in 
the accounts departm

ent – just the w
ord processing 

softw
are and spreadsheets now

 available to all.
If you w

ould like to find out m
ore about your ancestry, and com

pare notes w
ith others, contact Sue M

ichell 
at susan.m

ichell501@
gm

ail.com
 and do let her know

 if you’d like to share som
e long-lost occupations in 

future editions of this new
sletter. If you are a m

em
ber of Buckingham

shire Library, you can currently log 
into A

ncestry.com
 at hom

e for free, as w
ell as online W

hich? and m
any gardening and lifestyle m

agazines.

Tham
es Valley N

etw
ork 

The follow
ing bookable educational days w

ill be available via Zoom
. D

etails are at u3atvnetw
ork.org.uk 

Thursday 3
rd D

ecem
ber — 10.30am

 
U

kulele D
ay (lim

ited availability) w
ith G

eorge Bonner
W

ednesday 16
th D

ecem
ber  

A
rt versus Photography – study session w

ith K
eith A

ppleby
Friday 18

th D
ecem

ber  
Christm

as Q
uiz session from

 Avis Furness
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Courtesy: M
acclesfield Silk M

useum

And in 2021: 
Thursday 7

th January  
The Charge of the Light Brigade – study session
Tuesday 23

rd February  
A talk on m

usicals
W

ednesday 17
th M

arch 
The Tham

es and its Boats (postponed from
 M

arch 2020)
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M
acm

illan ‘Coffee m
orning’ 

In Septem
ber, U

3A m
em

bers M
ary and M

alcolm
 W

hite w
ere still 

determ
ined to go ahead w

ith their annual ‘coffee m
orning’ for 

M
acm

illan Cancer Support during the recent restrictions. D
espite 

having to sign in guests to their garden and no m
eans of serving coffee safely, there w

as a w
arm

 w
elcom

e 
w

ell into the afternoon for sm
all groups of people, w

ho had a w
ide choice of cakes, bric-a-brac and plants. 

A large covered gazebo ensured that the rain stayed aw
ay but unfortunately the volunteers w

ho erected it 
the previous day w

ere pressed into service early to help the hosts dism
antle it w

hen the high w
inds in the 

evening started to carry it off! A
fter a successful but tiring day for all, £950 w

as raised for this w
orthy 

cause – a rem
arkable achievem

ent and not far short of the W
hites’ record fundraising of recent years. 

If you w
ould still like to contribute, please call M

ary W
hite on 01844 291677 or pop your donation 

through her letterbox at 22 R
udds Lane, H

addenham
.

Future G
eneral M

eetings 
Lights, Cam

era, H
o! H

o! H
o! (via Zoom

) 
W

ednesday 2
nd D

ecem
ber — 2.15 for 2.30pm

  
O

f necessity, our Christm
as m

eeting w
ill be m

ore m
odest than our custom

ary 
‘Extravaganza’ and a little less social. H

ow
ever, our speaker Pete A

llen w
ill 

recall Jim
m

y Stew
art in It’s A W

onderful Life, M
acauley Culkin in H

om
e 

Alone and M
ichael Caine in The M

uppets C
hristm

as C
arol. H

e says, 
“Christm

as and m
ovies have gone hand in hand since the early days of 

cinem
a. But do w

e think w
e know

 w
hat m

akes a great festive film
? There’s 

alw
ays room

 for a little surprise in the festive m
ovie stocking – like John 

W
ayne on the run from

 the law
! W

hat could be m
ore Christm

assy than that?”

Andrew
 Carnegie (via Zoom

 or possibly at Bradm
oor Farm

) 
W

ednesday 7
th January 2021 

Jerem
y H

olm
es w

ill talk about the philanthropist from
 a D

unferm
line slum

 w
ho w

ent on to 
m

ake his fortune in A
m

erica as a ruthless steel m
agnate. A

t the start of the 20
th century he 

gave it all aw
ay by setting up foundations all over the w

orld. W
orth m

ore than Bill G
ates, 

Carnegie couldn’t give the interest on his w
ealth aw

ay fast enough. The talk plots his rise, 
m

otivations and unique personal story at a tim
e of dram

atic industrialisation in the U
SA

.
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M

erry Christm
as from

 the Editorial Team
  N

eil D
ury  |  Jerry M

ichell  |  Elaine Parkes

H
addenham

 Parochial Charities 
Joseph Franklin | Alm

s Corn | Revd John W
illis 

The trustees of the H
addenham

 Parochial Charities now
 invite applications from

 the less fortunate residents of the 
Parish. You can dow

nload an application form
 here. 

The original objects of the ancient bequests above w
ere to provide bread and coal for the poor at Christm

as and seed 
corn on G

ood Friday. N
ow

adays the trustees m
ake a gift of m

oney at Christm
as tim

e to claim
ants in need. Applicants 

are required to be adult residents of H
addenham

 parish and their nam
es are kept confidential to the Trustees. 

If you w
ish to apply, please collect and com

plete a form
, now

 available in the Post O
ffice, the M

edical Centre and 
Bloom

ing Fruity for return by 1
st D

ecem
ber. If you know

 of a relative, friend or neighbour w
ho is in need please let them

 
know

 about the charities and help them
 to apply if necessary. 

Trustees: Alan Rose 01844 291004, Steve Sharp 01844 290597, John W
heeler 01844 296134, John W

ilson 01844 291200


